
                    

Texas STEM Teacher Corps – Administrator Letter of Support Template

[Instructions for administrator: Please replace all bracketed/highlighted text with relevant information.] 

[School/District Letterhead]

[Date]

Dear Texas STEM Teacher Corps Selection Committee,

I am writing to express my support for [Teacher Name(s)] to participate in the Texas STEM Teacher Corps project. This project is part of a National Science Foundation initiative focused on improving science and engineering education through innovative professional learning and teacher leadership. I am familiar with the goals and design of this project and support efforts to carry out this work in collaboration with our school community.

As part of this support, I affirm that participating teachers will be allowed reasonable flexibility to:
· Engage in professional learning activities associated with the project outside of teaching contract hours (summer, evenings, weekends)
· Implement and test innovative instructional approaches in their classrooms, in alignment with state education standards
· Adapt and refine existing curriculum materials to support science and engineering integration
· Travel to attend national STEM conferences and National STEM Teacher Corps meetings (estimated five days of travel over the four-year commitment; funding to cover travel costs and for substitute teachers will be provided)

Classroom Video Use for Professional Learning
I grant permission for classroom instruction to be video recorded for professional learning purposes, including teacher reflection, coaching, and professional learning communities within the project. These recordings will be used to support teacher development through the project and will not be used for formal evaluation purposes within the school or district, or shared with anyone outside of the project.

Classroom Data Use for Research
I understand that the research component of this project will include the use of classroom video recordings and student assessments and work artifacts. Before classroom data may be used for research purposes, the project team must follow all applicable school and/or district research approval processes. [Administrator: Please briefly describe your school or district’s research approval process here, and include any relevant links if available.]

The research team will comply with district and school policies regarding student privacy and data use and will secure necessary approvals, including school/district approval, parental consent, and student assent, before using any data for research purposes. 

Individual Endorsement (Optional)
[OPTIONAL: Please include a brief statement describing the teacher’s strengths, leadership, or impact in science/STEM education, and why they are well-suited to participate in this project.]

Summary of Support
I support the goals of this project and the participation of our teachers and school in this NSF-funded initiative. I understand the expectations associated with participation and agree to facilitate implementation within the constraints of school and district policies.

Sincerely,

[Administrator Name]
[Title]
[School/District Name]
[Email Address]
[Phone Number]
		 

