

Texas STEM Teacher Corps Application 
Elevating K–8 Science and Engineering Teaching in Texas     
Funded by the National Science Foundation     

Thank you for your interest in the Texas STEM Teacher Corps, a statewide initiative designed to enhance science and engineering teaching and develop teacher leaders across Texas. This four-year program provides professional learning, leadership development, and annual stipends of $15,000 per participant.    

Note: This Word document is intended for planning purposes to allow you to draft your responses. You will need to submit your responses in the official Qualtrics application form.

Before you begin, please review the eligibility requirements:  
· Current middle school (grades 6-8) science teacher in Texas 
· Minimum of 5 years of full-time teaching experience 
· Teach at least 50% time in the classroom 
· U.S. citizen or permanent resident 
· Willingness to participate for four years 
· Administrator support for participation, documented in a letter of support using this Administrator Support Letter Template; please also share this Project Overview with your administrator 
· Ability to attend an in-person professional learning summer institute each year, likely in mid-late July (July 27-29, 2026)    

I certify that I meet the eligibility requirements above. I understand that I am expected to participate for four years and maintain a teaching position with at least 50% teaching responsibility during my involvement.
[SIGNATURE]

Section 1: Contact and Background Information 

[bookmark: Text2]Full Name:      

[bookmark: Text3]Preferred Email Address:      

[bookmark: Text4]Preferred Phone Number:      

[bookmark: Text36]Current School:      

[bookmark: Text5]Current School District:      

School Type
[bookmark: Check1]	|_| Public 
[bookmark: Check2]|_| Private 
[bookmark: Check3]|_| Charter 
[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Text1]|_| Other (please specify):      

Grade Level(s) Taught Throughout Your Career (select all that apply):
[bookmark: Check5]	|_| K 
[bookmark: Check13]|_| 1
[bookmark: Check12]|_| 2
[bookmark: Check11]|_|3
[bookmark: Check10]|_| 4
[bookmark: Check9]|_| 5
[bookmark: Check8]|_| 6
[bookmark: Check7]|_| 7
[bookmark: Check6]|_| 8

[bookmark: Text6]Number of Years of Full-Time Teaching Experience (including this year):      

[bookmark: Text7]2025-2026 Teaching Assignment - Include grade(s) and subject area(s) taught (e.g., 6th grade science):      

[bookmark: Text8]2024-2025 Teaching Assignment - Include grade(s) and subject area(s) taught (e.g., 6th grade science):      

[bookmark: Text9]2023-2024 Teaching Assignment - Include grade(s) and subject area(s) taught (e.g., 6th grade science):      

[bookmark: Text10]2022-2023 Teaching Assignment - Include grade(s) and subject area(s) taught (e.g., 6th grade science):      

[bookmark: Text11]2021-2022 Teaching Assignment - Include grade(s) and subject area(s) taught (e.g., 6th grade science):      

Degrees Earned (specify field):
[bookmark: Check14][bookmark: Text15]	|_| Bachelor’s:      
[bookmark: Check15][bookmark: Text13]	|_| Master’s:      
[bookmark: Check16][bookmark: Text12]	|_| Doctorate:      

[bookmark: Text14]Teaching Certifications (e.g., 4-8 Science, 4-8 Math/Science, EC-6):      

Are you currently or have you ever been part of any teacher leadership programs?
[bookmark: Check17][bookmark: Text16]	|_| Yes – please describe:      
[bookmark: Check18]	|_| No

Do you currently or have you ever hosted a student teacher/resident in your classroom?
	|_| Yes – please describe:      
	|_| No

Are you currently or have you ever been involved with leading extracurricular activities, clubs, or other out-of-school activities?
	|_| Yes – please describe:      
	|_| No

Please upload your current resume.
[UPLOAD]

Section 2: Current School and Community Context

Describe your school community.  Please include information such as geographic setting (rural, urban, suburban), student demographics, free/reduced lunch rates, percentage of multilingual learners, and any other relevant characteristics.
[bookmark: Text17]     

Describe your classroom context and any specific opportunities or challenges you face teaching science and engineering in your setting.
[bookmark: Text18]     

List the science and/or engineering curricula or instructional resources you currently use. Please specify which curriculum materials are required by your school/district.
[bookmark: Text19]     

To what extent are you expected to implement school/district provided curriculum materials as they are written?
[bookmark: Check19]	|_| No expectation to follow provided materials 
[bookmark: Check20]|_| Expected to use as a resource (flexible use) 
[bookmark: Check21]|_| Expected to generally follow, with adaptations allowed 
[bookmark: Check22]|_| Expected to closely follow with minimal changes 
[bookmark: Check23]|_| Required to follow exactly as written
Please explain. 
[bookmark: Text20]     

Describe your experience designing or adapting curriculum materials.
[bookmark: Text21]     
How (if at all) do you use artificial intelligence (AI) tools in your lesson planning or instruction?
[bookmark: Text22]     

Describe a time when you tried something new or untested in your science teaching. What prompted you to try it? What happened? What did you learn?
[bookmark: Text23]     

What barriers do you face in bringing engineering into your science instruction?
[bookmark: Text24]     

Section 3: STEM Leadership and Impact 

List any awards, honors, or recognitions you have received related to science or STEM teaching (if applicable).
[bookmark: Text25]     

List any professional organizations you are a member of (e.g., NSTA, STAT, TSTA, etc.).
[bookmark: Text26]     

Personal Statement (limit of 750 words):  
Reflect on your leadership and expertise in science and engineering education.   
Please describe the following:  	 
· Your motivation for teaching 	 
· Your approach to science and engineering teaching 	 
· How you have supported students’ engagement and achievement in science 	 
· Examples of how you’ve shared your expertise or supported colleagues 
[bookmark: Text27]     

Section 4: Reflection on Teaching Video   

You will watch a video clip (linked here) showing a classroom engaged in a science and engineering activity. After viewing the video, please respond to the following prompts.  
Note: The video is housed in Google Drive. If you have difficulty playing it within Drive, please download the file to your computer to play it.

What aspects of the lesson reflect high-quality science and engineering instruction?
[bookmark: Text28]     

What opportunities, if any, do you see to improve the lesson?
[bookmark: Text29]     

How does this lesson align (or not align) with your own teaching philosophy or classroom practices?
[bookmark: Text30]     

Where might you strengthen connections to engineering in this lesson or unit?
[bookmark: Text31]     

Section 5: Commitment and Administrator Support 

Please confirm your ability to commit to the program's expectations:
[bookmark: Check24]|_| Attend a 3-day summer institute each year (all travel expenses will be paid) 
[bookmark: Check25]|_| Participate in monthly virtual professional learning sessions during the school year (approx. 2 hours each, scheduled for evenings or weekends) 
[bookmark: Check26]|_| Engage in program research activities (e.g., surveys, interviews) 
[bookmark: Check27]|_| Complete a capstone project aligned with your professional goals 
[bookmark: Check28]|_| Participate for four years of the program 
[bookmark: Check29]|_| Maintain a position that includes classroom teaching at least 50% of time 

Upload a signed letter of support from your principal or district administrator. 
Please provide your administrator with the project overview and letter template below to ensure the necessary information is included.  
Texas STEM Teacher Corps - Project Overview
Texas STEM Teacher Corps - Administrator Support Letter Template 

Section 6: Optional Demographic Information 

[bookmark: Text32]Gender:      

Race/Ethnicity (select all that apply)
[bookmark: Check30]|_| American Indian or Alaska Native 
[bookmark: Check33]|_| Asian 
[bookmark: Check34]|_| Black or African American 
[bookmark: Check35]|_| Hispanic or Latino 
[bookmark: Check36]|_| Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 
[bookmark: Check32]|_| Middle Eastern or North African 
[bookmark: Check31]|_| White 

[bookmark: Text33]Languages Spoken:      

Do you identify as a multilingual or bilingual teacher?
[bookmark: Check37]	|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check38]	|_| No

Section 7: Final Acknowledgment 

By submitting this application you affirm that:
· The information provided is accurate to the best of your knowledge. 
· You understand participation is contingent upon selection and program requirements. 
· You agree to be contacted by the Texas STEM Teacher Corps team regarding your application status. 

[bookmark: Text35]Signature (type full name):      

[bookmark: Text34]Date:      
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